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summary, not legal advice. Emergency: 112.
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At a glance

112
Any emergency — free
from any phone.

50 · 90 · 110 · 130
km/h: towns · roads · dual
carriageways · motorways.

Stop
Always stop at a
checkpoint (блокпост)
and follow the

instructions.

Curfew
Set by each region. Kyiv:
01:00–05:00, as of 1
October 2026.

Lights on
Outside towns and villages
— day and night, all year.

0.2 ‰
The alcohol limit. Plan on
zero.

No cash
Never hand cash to an
officer: fines are paid by

card or through a bank.

Insured first
A foreign car needs its
insurance before it

reaches the border.
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On the road
Staying safe between towns, filling up, and parking without being towed.

1 Staying safe on the road

Don't stop for strangers who try to flag you down — especially on an empty road or at night. Keep

driving and call 112 with your location. Rest only at large, well-lit fuel stations.

Most journeys across Ukraine are uneventful. A few habits help keep them that way.

Don't stop for people who wave you down, especially on an empty stretch of road or after dark — even

if they seem to need help. Keep driving and call 112. Say what you saw and where: the road number and

direction, the nearest town or village, a kilometre post or a landmark. The dispatcher sends the right

service.

Calling is also what the law asks of you at a minimum. Ukrainian criminal law punishes failing to help a

person whose life is in danger or failing to tell the proper services about it (Criminal Code, Article 136).

A call to 112 is that report, and it is free from any phone.

Plan your rest stops. Stop to rest, eat or sleep only at large, well-lit fuel stations of the national chains

— OKKO, WOG, UPG and Ukrnafta each run a network across the country, with a shop, staff on duty and

other drivers around. Their station maps are linked in the sources below.

Avoid sleeping in the car on the roadside or in an unlit lay-by. If you are tired, drive on to the next big

station.

If you break down, switch on the hazard lights, put out the warning triangle and call for help from inside

the car when you can. The distances for the triangle are in After a road accident.

SOURCES

1. Law of Ukraine No. 4499-VI on the emergency help system 112, Article 3. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4499-17 — read 1 October

2026.

2. Criminal Code of Ukraine, Article 136 — edition of 18 September 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-14 — read 1 October

2026.

3. OKKO — map of filling stations. www.okko.ua/fuel-map — read 1 October 2026.

4. WOG — about the network. wog.ua/ua/about — read 1 October 2026.

5. UPG — station network. upg.ua/merezha_azk — read 1 October 2026.

6. RBC-Ukraine, «How Ukraine's largest filling-station chains were formed» (30 May 2026): Ukrnafta about 700 stations, UPG over

650 in 21 regions. www.rbc.ua/rus/news/volodari-rinku-k-sformuvalis-naybilshi-azs-1780070661.html — read 1 October 2026.

K E Y  R U L E

Don't stop for strangers on the road. Keep driving and call 112. “

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4499-17
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-14
https://www.okko.ua/fuel-map
https://wog.ua/ua/about/
https://upg.ua/merezha_azk/
https://www.rbc.ua/rus/news/volodari-rinku-k-sformuvalis-naybilshi-azs-1780070661.html


2 Fuel: what to ask for and how to pay

The big chains sell 95-octane petrol (А-95), diesel (ДП) and autogas (ГАЗ). Pay in the station

shop, or — at OKKO, WOG and UPG — at the pump through the chain's app.

What the pump says

А-95 · 95
Petrol, 95 octane. Each chain also
sells its own premium 95 and 100:

Pulls (OKKO), Mustang (WOG),
upg95 and upg100 (UPG), А-95

Energy (Ukrnafta).

ДП · DIESEL
Diesel (дизельне паливо), with
premium versions such as Pulls

Diesel and ДП Mustang+.

ГАЗ

Autogas (LPG), for cars with a gas
system.

А-92 is rarer: of the four chains only Ukrnafta lists it.

E10. WOG labels its 95 «Євро5-Е10»: petrol with up to 10 % bioethanol. If your car must not run on E10,

choose another grade or chain.

Prices are per litre, in hryvnia, and differ from station to station.

Paying

In the shop: tell the cashier the pump number and the fuel, and pay by card. For a full tank: «Повний

бак» — see A few words of Ukrainian.

At the pump, in the app: with OKKO PAY (in OKKO's Fishka app) you scan the QR code on the pump and

pay with Google Pay or Apple Pay; UPG PAY (in the UPG app) works the same way, from a bank card,

Apple Pay or Google Pay; WOG PAY (in WOG's PRIDE app) lets you fill up without leaving the car.

OUR ADVICE

On long stretches between towns, fill up before the tank is half empty, and use the large stations of

the national chains for rest stops too — see Staying safe on the road.

SOURCES

1. OKKO — fuels. www.okko.ua/fuels — read 1 October 2026.

2. OKKO — OKKO PAY. www.okko.ua/okkopay — read 1 October 2026.

3. WOG — fuels (incl. «Євро5-Е10», up to 10 % bioethanol). wog.ua/ua/fuels — read 1 October 2026.

4. WOG — WOG PAY. wog.ua/ua/wog-pay — read 1 October 2026.

5. UPG — fuel prices and grades. upg.ua/cini-na-palne — read 1 October 2026.

6. UPG — UPG PAY. upg.ua/upgpay — read 1 October 2026.

7. Ukrnafta — filling-station network and fuels. azs.ukrnafta.com — read 1 October 2026.

3 Parking, and how not to get towed

Don't stop on crossings, junctions or tram tracks, or within 10 m of a pedestrian crossing. Police

may tow a car that seriously blocks traffic. In Kyiv, street parking is paid on weekdays 08:00–22:00

— in an app, never in cash to a person.

https://www.okko.ua/fuels
https://www.okko.ua/okkopay
https://wog.ua/ua/fuels/
https://wog.ua/ua/wog-pay/
https://upg.ua/cini-na-palne/
https://upg.ua/upgpay/
https://azs.ukrnafta.com/


Where you may not stop

On level crossings and tram tracks; on or under bridges and overpasses; in tunnels.

On a pedestrian crossing, or closer than 10 m to one on either side.

At a junction, or closer than 10 m to the edge of the crossing road.

Closer than 30 m to a bus or tram stop (its platform, or its sign if there is none), on either side.

Where fewer than 3 m would be left between your car and a solid line, a dividing strip or the far edge of

the road.

Closer than 10 m to an exit from a yard or car park.

Those are no-stopping rules (Road Rules 15.9); everywhere they apply, parking is forbidden too. Parking is

also forbidden closer than 50 m to a level crossing, on pavements unless signs allow it, and on lawns (Road

Rules 15.10).

Towing and clamping

The police may detain a car — tow it to an impound lot or clamp it — only if it seriously obstructs traffic or

endangers safety, or is parked in a space for drivers with disabilities or for electric cars (Code of

Administrative Offences, Article 265-2). If you are not there, the officer leaves a notice at the spot, or

under the wiper of a clamped car (Cabinet Resolution No. 1102, point 6).

The car is returned straight away to the driver, the person who brought it into Ukraine or its registered

keeper, once the fine and the towing and storage fee are paid (Article 265-2; Resolution No. 1102, point 12).

Paid parking — Kyiv as the example

Street parking in Kyiv, as of 1 October 2026

Mon–Fri 08:00–22:00
Paid hours. Saturday and Sunday
are free.

₴40 · ₴30 · ₴10
Per hour in zones I, II and III.

App, not cash
Kyiv Digital (Київ Цифровий),
Portmone, iPay or EasyPay — or

cash at an EasyPay terminal.

In Kyiv Digital you enter your plate and press «Почати паркування» (start) and «Завершити

паркування» (stop); you pay by card, Apple Pay or Google Pay. Payment starts as soon as you park —

for the first hour, then per half hour — and there are 10 free minutes after the paid time ends.

Anyone who asks you for cash for parking is a fraudster, the city says — report it on 102.

Not paying costs 20 times the hourly rate: ₴800, ₴600 or ₴200 depending on the zone (Code of

Administrative Offences, Article 152-1).

OTHER CITIES

Rules, prices and apps differ from city to city. Look for the parking signs and the city's own app or

terminals.

SOURCES

1. Road Traffic Rules of Ukraine (Правила дорожнього руху), points 15.9 and 15.10 — edition of 9 April 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/law

s/show/1306-2001-п — read 1 October 2026.

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF


2. Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences, Articles 152-1 and 265-2 — edition of 10 September 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/s

how/8073-10 — read 1 October 2026.

3. Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 1102 of 17.12.2008 — procedure for temporary detention and storage of vehicles, points 6 and

12 — edition of 18 December 2025. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1102-2008-п — read 1 October 2026.

4. Kyiv City Department of Territorial Control — parking: how to pay, hours, rates, fines, «cash is fraud». dtc.kyivcity.gov.ua/pytannia

vidpovidi — read 1 October 2026.

5. Київтранспарксервіс — paying for parking in the Kyiv Digital app. ktps.kyiv.ua/services/pay/mobile-parking — read 1 October

2026.

6. Київтранспарксервіс — frequently asked questions (pay on arrival, 10 free minutes). ktps.kyiv.ua/content/populyarni-zapitanny

a — read 1 October 2026.

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/8073-10
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/8073-10
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1102-2008-%D0%BF
https://dtc.kyivcity.gov.ua/pytanniavidpovidi
https://dtc.kyivcity.gov.ua/pytanniavidpovidi
https://ktps.kyiv.ua/services/pay/mobile-parking
https://ktps.kyiv.ua/content/populyarni-zapitannya
https://ktps.kyiv.ua/content/populyarni-zapitannya
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Rules of the road
The rules visitors are most often caught out by: speed, lights, alcohol, belts, tyres

and kit.

4 Speed limits

50 km/h in towns and villages, 90 km/h on ordinary roads outside them, 110 km/h on dual

carriageways and 130 km/h on motorways — unless signs say otherwise.

Default speed limits for cars (Road Rules 12.4–12.7)

50 km/h
Built-up areas — towns and villages

90 km/h
Outside built-up areas — ordinary
roads

110 km/h
Dual carriageways (lanes
separated by a dividing strip)

130 km/h
Motorways (sign 5.1)

20 km/h
Residential and pedestrian zones

50 km/h
Towing another vehicle

Lower limits apply outside built-up areas, on every road including motorways: 80 km/h for a car with a

trailer, and 70 km/h if the driver has less than two years of driving experience (Road Rules 12.6).

Signs override the defaults in both directions. The road owner may raise the limit on suitable stretches,

and temporary or permanent signs may lower it (Road Rules 12.8, 12.10).

Fines start when you exceed the limit by more than 20 km/h, and are five times higher above 50 km/h over

(Code of Administrative Offences, Article 122). The 20 km/h is the point where a fine starts, not a

permission to drive faster.

Speed is also recorded automatically. The police may use photo and video equipment that works in

automatic mode (National Police Law, Article 40), and a fine for a speeding offence recorded that way is

addressed to the vehicle's responsible person rather than the driver on the spot (note to Article 122 of the

Code).

SOURCES

1. Road Traffic Rules of Ukraine (Правила дорожнього руху), points 12.4–12.10 — edition of 9 April 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/s

how/1306-2001-п — read 1 October 2026.

2. Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences, Article 122 — edition of 10 September 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/8073-10

— read 1 October 2026.

3. Law of Ukraine «On the National Police» No. 580-VIII, Article 40 — edition of 12 April 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/580-19 —

read 1 October 2026.

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/8073-10
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/580-19


5 Headlights: on outside towns, all year

Outside towns and villages, drive with daytime running lights on — or dipped headlights if the car

has none — in daylight too, all year round. At night and in poor visibility, headlights are required

everywhere.

Lights at a glance (Road Rules 9.8, 19.1, 19.2)

All year
Outside built-up areas: daytime

running lights, or dipped headlights
if the car has none.

Night
In the dark, in poor visibility and in

tunnels: dipped or main-beam
headlights, whether the road is lit

or not.

250 m
Switch from main beam to dipped

at least 250 m before an oncoming
vehicle, and whenever it could

dazzle the driver ahead.

In daylight, dipped headlights — not just daytime running lights — must also be on when you tow another

vehicle, drive in a convoy, and in tunnels (Road Rules 9.8).

Poor visibility means you can see less than 300 m of the road ahead — at dusk, in fog, rain or snow (Road

Rules 1.10). In those conditions you may add fog lights or use main beam, as long as it does not dazzle

other drivers (Road Rules 9.8, 19.1).

IF YOU HAVE READ «FROM 1 OCTOBER TO 1 MAY»

Older guides say the daytime-lights rule applies only from 1 October to 1 May. That window was

removed by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 1105 of 20.10.2023: the rule now applies all year.

SOURCES

1. Road Traffic Rules of Ukraine (Правила дорожнього руху), points 1.10 («poor visibility»), 9.8, 19.1 and 19.2 — edition of 9 April

2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-п — read 1 October 2026.

2. Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 1105 of 20.10.2023 — amendments to the Road Traffic Rules (point 9.8: «З 1 жовтня по 1

травня на всіх» replaced by «На всіх»). zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1105-2023-п — read 1 October 2026.

6 Alcohol, drugs and medicines

The limit is 0.2 ‰ (per mille) of alcohol in the blood — in practice, don't drink at all if you drive. Over

the limit, or refusing the test: a ₴17,000 fine and a one-year driving ban.

K E Y  R U L E

Outside built-up areas: lights on, day and night, all year round. “

K E Y  R U L E

If you drive, don't drink. Refusing the test is punished exactly like

driving drunk.
“

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1105-2023-%D0%BF


Alcohol: the numbers

0.2 ‰
Over the limit: a police test device

reading more than 0.2 per mille of
alcohol in the blood.

₴17,000
The fine — 1,000 tax-free minimum

incomes — with loss of the right to
drive for 1 year. The same for
refusing the test.

3 years
A second time within a year:

₴34,000 or 10 days' administrative
arrest, a 3-year ban, and the car
may be seized.

A driver must not drive while intoxicated by alcohol, drugs or anything else, or under the influence of

medicines that reduce attention and reaction speed (Road Rules 2.9 а). Driving while ill or exhausted is

forbidden too (2.9 б), and so is letting an intoxicated person drive your car (2.9 г).

The police test with a special device on the spot. If you refuse that test or disagree with its result, the test

is done at the nearest medical facility (Instruction No. 1452/735, section I, point 7). Refusing the test

altogether is the same offence, with the same penalty, as driving drunk (Code of Administrative Offences,

Article 130).

The fine is set in «tax-free minimum incomes»; for fines one unit is ₴17 (Tax Code, section XX, subsection

1, point 5). Article 130 punishes a repeat within a year with 2,000 units or 10 days' arrest, a three-year ban

and possible seizure of the vehicle, and a third time with a ten-year ban.

OUR ADVICE

Plan on zero. How much it takes to go over 0.2 ‰ depends on your body and the drink, and there is no

official number of glasses. If you take prescription medicine, check its leaflet for a warning about

driving.

SOURCES

1. Road Traffic Rules of Ukraine (Правила дорожнього руху), point 2.9 а, б, г — edition of 9 April 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/sho

w/1306-2001-п — read 1 October 2026.

2. Instruction on detecting alcohol, drug or other intoxication in drivers, joint order of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the

Ministry of Health No. 1452/735 of 09.11.2015, section I point 7 and section II point 7 — edition of 4 July 2025. zakon.rada.gov.ua/la

ws/show/z1413-15 — read 1 October 2026.

3. Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences, Article 130 — edition of 10 September 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/8073-10

— read 1 October 2026.

4. Tax Code of Ukraine, section XX, subsection 1, point 5 (₴17 per tax-free minimum income for fines) — edition of 17 September

2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2755-17 — read 1 October 2026.

7 Seat belts, child seats and phones

Everyone in the car wears a seat belt, front and back. Children shorter than 150 cm ride in a child

seat. The driver may not hold a phone while the car is moving.

Seat belts. Where the car has them, the driver must wear one and may not carry passengers who are

not belted in (Road Rules 2.3 в); passengers must wear them too (5.2 б). There is no exception for

K E Y  R U L E

Everyone buckles up — front seats and back. “

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z1413-15
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z1413-15
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/8073-10
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2755-17


visitors or for the back seat.

Children shorter than 150 cm must travel in a child restraint — a child seat or booster — fastened with

the car's seat belts. The rule goes by height, not age (Road Rules 21.11 б).

Child seats go in the back. The one exception: a child under three may ride in the front in a rear-facing

seat, with that seat's front airbag switched off (Road Rules 21.13).

Phones. While the car is moving, the driver may not use a phone held in the hand (Road Rules 2.9 д).

Set up the navigation before you set off and keep the phone in a holder.

TRAVELLING WITH CHILDREN

Bring a child seat, or ask for one when you book a rental car: the rule applies from the moment you

drive off.

SOURCES

1. Road Traffic Rules of Ukraine (Правила дорожнього руху), points 2.3 в, 2.9 д, 5.2 б, 21.11 б and 21.13 — edition of 9 April 2026. zak

on.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-п — read 1 October 2026.

8 Winter tyres, and what the car must carry

There is no nationwide date from which winter tyres become compulsory, but tyres need at least

1.6 mm of tread — and a car must carry a first-aid kit, a warning triangle and a fire extinguisher.

Tyres

No compulsory winter-tyre date. The Road Rules set no date or season from which winter tyres are

required. They only recommend tyres that suit the road surface to anyone who regularly drives on

slippery roads (Road Rules 31.4.5, note).

Tread: at least 1.6 mm on cars and vans up to 3.5 tonnes (Road Rules 31.4.5 а).

Don't mix studded and non-studded tyres on one axle (31.4.5 г). A car on studded tyres must show the

«Шипи» sign at the back — a white triangle with a red border and the letter «Ш» (Road Rules 30.3 л).

OUR ADVICE — NOT A LEGAL REQUIREMENT

If you drive in Ukraine between late autumn and early spring, expect frost, snow and ice, especially in

the mountains, and fit winter tyres before you set off.

In the boot

What every car must carry (Road Rules 31.4.7 є)

First-aid kit
A car first-aid kit (аптечка).

Warning triangle
Or a flashing red lamp. Put it at

least 20 m behind the car in a built-
up area, 40 m outside one (9.10).

Fire extinguisher
A working one, in every car.

The Road Rules forbid using a car without these three (point 31.4.7 є). The rule is written for all vehicles

and names no exception for cars registered abroad. Many European countries do not require a fire

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF


extinguisher, so check yours before you leave.

SOURCES

1. Road Traffic Rules of Ukraine (Правила дорожнього руху), points 9.10, 30.3 л, 31.4.5 and 31.4.7 є — edition of 9 April 2026. zakon.

rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-п — read 1 October 2026.

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
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Police and checkpoints
Who may stop you under martial law, what they may ask, and how fines are paid.

9 Who can stop you: police and checkpoints

Patrol police signal you to stop with flashing lights, a siren, a loudspeaker or a signal disc. Under

martial law there are also checkpoints where you must stop. If you doubt that the people stopping

you are police, slow down, put the hazards on and call 102.

Patrol police

A police officer can require you to stop in four ways (Road Rules 8.9): with a signal disc showing a red

signal, or a hand pointing at your car and at where to stop; with flashing blue-and-red or red lights and/or a

siren — typically from a marked patrol car behind you; through a loudspeaker; or on a special electronic

sign. You then stop at the place indicated, following the normal rules for stopping.

Ignoring a police officer's demand to stop is an offence (Code of Administrative Offences, Article 122-2).

Checkpoints (блокпост)

Ukraine is under martial law. On roads into and out of some areas there are checkpoints — блокпост —

reinforced control points set up by the military command. They may be staffed by the military and by law-

enforcement officers: soldiers, the National Guard, police. The people on duty are often on foot. You must

stop at a checkpoint and follow the instructions. They may check your identity documents and the

vehicle's documents, inspect the car and what it carries, and temporarily stop traffic (Cabinet of Ministers

Resolution No. 1455, points 3 and 20).

Slow down early and stop where you are shown.

At night, switch to dipped headlights so you don't dazzle the people on duty.

Keep your passport and the car's documents within reach, and your hands visible.

Answer calmly; if you don't share a language, show your documents and wait.

If you are not sure it is the police

Real police stops and checkpoints must be obeyed. But if people in plain clothes, or in a car without police

markings, try to stop you in an isolated place: don't pull onto the roadside there. Slow down, switch on your

hazard lights and call 102 straight away. Tell the dispatcher where you are and describe the car, and ask

whether it is a police crew. Keep driving slowly to the nearest busy, well-lit place — a large fuel station or a

police station — and stop there. Once you know it is the police, follow their instructions.

K E Y  R U L E

Always stop at a checkpoint and follow the instructions. “



WHY WE PUT IT THIS WAY

The law requires you to stop at a police officer's demand (Road Rules 8.9), and we do not suggest

otherwise. The advice above is for the rare case when you cannot tell whether the people are police

at all: slowing down with the hazards on and calling 102 at once makes it clear you are not trying to

get away, and lets the police themselves confirm the stop. Every real officer must tell you their name,

rank and the reason for the stop — see Talking to the police.

SOURCES

1. Road Traffic Rules of Ukraine (Правила дорожнього руху), point 8.9 — edition of 9 April 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/130

6-2001-п — read 1 October 2026.

2. Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences, Article 122-2 — edition of 10 September 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/8073-1

0 — read 1 October 2026.

3. Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 1455 of 29.12.2021 — procedure for the special regime of entry, exit and movement under

martial law, points 3 and 20 — edition of 7 August 2025. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1455-2021-п — read 1 October 2026.

4. Law of Ukraine No. 4499-VI on the emergency help system 112, Article 3. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4499-17 — read 1 October

2026.

10 Talking to the police: what they can ask

An officer must give you their name, rank and the specific reason for the stop, and show their ID if

you ask. You show your driving licence, the car's registration and insurance. Fines are paid by card

or through a bank — never in cash to an officer.

What the officer must do

Give their surname, position and rank, and show their police ID card if you ask — you may read it, but

they do not have to let go of it (National Police Law, Article 18).

Tell you the specific reason for stopping you, describing the ground in detail (Article 35). The law lists

the grounds: a traffic violation, an obvious technical fault, information linking the car or the people in it

to an accident or an offence, a wanted vehicle, a road closure, a dangerously secured load, and a few

others.

Officers may carry photo and video equipment, including cameras fixed to the uniform (Article 40).

The Road Rules say the same from your side: you have the right to know the reason for the stop and the

officer's surname and position, to ask to see their ID, and to complain about an officer who breaks the law

(Road Rules 2.14).

Cars on foreign plates. The police may also stop a car registered in another country to check that it is

used by the person who brought it into Ukraine and that it has not stayed longer than its temporary import

allows (Article 35).

What you show

Your driving licence for the right category — for a foreign licence, see below.

The car's registration document.

A valid insurance policy: a Ukrainian motor liability policy (OSCPV, ОСЦПВ), paper or electronic, or a

Green Card issued by a foreign insurer, paper or electronic (Road Rules 2.1).

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/8073-10
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/8073-10
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1455-2021-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4499-17


Your passport — your identity document. The police law lists when an officer may ask for it; being at

the scene of an accident is one of the grounds (Article 32).

On request you must also let the officer check the vehicle's identification numbers and, where there are

legal grounds, inspect the car (Road Rules 2.4).

Foreign driving licences

If you are in Ukraine temporarily, you may drive on your foreign licence if it meets the 1968 Convention on

Road Traffic (the Vienna Convention) and its entries are in, or duplicated in, Latin letters. If your licence

does not meet the Convention, carry an International Driving Permit together with it (Cabinet Resolution

No. 340, point 30).

Fines

A fine is imposed by a written decision (постанова).

On the spot, a police officer may take payment only by card, through a cashless payment terminal

(Code of Administrative Offences, Article 222).

Otherwise you pay through a Ukrainian bank within 15 days of receiving the decision (Article 307).

Never hand cash to an officer. If something about a stop seems wrong, report it on 102.

SOURCES

1. Law of Ukraine «On the National Police» No. 580-VIII, Articles 18, 32, 35 and 40 — edition of 12 April 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/

show/580-19 — read 1 October 2026.

2. Road Traffic Rules of Ukraine (Правила дорожнього руху), points 2.1, 2.4 and 2.14 — edition of 9 April 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/la

ws/show/1306-2001-п — read 1 October 2026.

3. Regulation on driving licences, Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 340 of 08.05.1993, point 30 — edition of 10 July 2026. zakon.r

ada.gov.ua/laws/show/340-93-п — read 1 October 2026.

4. Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences, Articles 222, 258 and 307 — edition of 10 September 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/

show/8073-10 — read 1 October 2026.

K E Y  R U L E

Never hand cash to an officer. Fines are paid by card or through a bank.“

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/580-19
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/580-19
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/340-93-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/340-93-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/8073-10
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/8073-10
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Safety and emergencies
Curfew, air-raid alerts, the numbers to call and what to do after an accident.

11 Curfew and air-raid alerts

Curfew hours are set region by region and change — check the regional military administration

before you drive at night. When an air-raid alert sounds, go to the nearest shelter.

Curfew

Ukraine is under martial law, and curfew hours are set locally, by the military administration of each region

or city. They differ from place to place and change over time, so check the official website or channel of the

region you are in — and of the ones you will drive through — on the day. During curfew you may not be on

the street or travel without a special pass. Plan night drives to arrive before it starts.

EXAMPLE: KYIV, AS OF 1 OCTOBER 2026

Curfew in the city of Kyiv runs from 01:00 to 05:00 (order of the Kyiv City Military Administration No. 1

of 08.09.2026). During those hours it is forbidden to be on the streets and in public places, or to

travel by transport or on foot without a special pass; you may go out only to reach the nearest shelter

during an air-raid alert.

Air-raid alerts

Alerts are announced by sirens and on phones. They are now declared district by district rather than for a

whole region, so the next district may be under alert when yours is not (Cabinet of Ministers, December

2025).

Install the «Повітряна тривога» (Air Alert) app — made by Ajax Systems with stfalcon and supported by

the Ministry of Digital Transformation — and choose your region: it tells you when an alert starts and ends.

In Kyiv the city app «Київ Цифровий» (Kyiv Digital) sends alerts too.

When the alert sounds, go to the nearest shelter: a civil-protection shelter, a metro station, a

basement or an underground car park. Stay there until the all-clear.

If you are driving, stop where you don't block traffic — the Road Rules still apply — leave the car and go

to the nearest shelter or solid building.

If there is no shelter nearby, use the «two walls» rule: a room or corridor without windows, with at

least two walls between you and the street.

K E Y  R U L E

When the alert sounds, stop safely and go to the nearest shelter. “



In Kyiv, the city's shelter map shows the nearest shelters.

SOURCES

1. Kyiv city portal — «Curfew in Kyiv runs from 01:00 to 05:00». kyivcity.gov.ua/bezpeka_ta_pravoporiadok/komendantska_godina

_v_kiyevi_trivaye_iz_2300_do_0500 — read 1 October 2026.

2. Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine — district-level air-raid alerts (15 December 2025). www.kmu.gov.ua/en/news/yuliia-svyrydenko-

zaprovadzhuiemo-novyi-pidkhid-do-oholoshennia-povitrianykh-tryvoh-poraionne-opovishchennia — read 1 October 2026.

3. Kyiv city portal — air-raid alerts: go to the shelter; the «Повітряна тривога» and «Київ Цифровий» apps. kyivcity.gov.ua/news/de

partament_munitsipalno_bezpeki_zaklikaye_kiyan_ne_ignoruvati_signali_povitryano_trivogi_pochuli_sirenu__perekhodte_

v_ukrittya — read 1 October 2026.

4. Kyiv shelter map. gis.kyivcity.gov.ua/shelter — read 1 October 2026.

5. Lubny City Council — what to do when the «Air alert» signal sounds («two walls» rule). lubnyrada.gov.ua/component/content/art

icle/9772-yak-diiaty-pid-chas-syhnalu-povitriana-tryvoha?catid=217&Itemid=101 — read 1 October 2026.

12 Emergency numbers

112 for any emergency. 101 fire and rescue, 102 police, 103 ambulance, 104 gas. Every call is free.

Emergency numbers in Ukraine

112
Single emergency number — any

emergency, or when you are not
sure whom to call.

101
Fire and rescue (ДСНС) — fire,

someone trapped, a car in water or
in a ditch.

102
Police — a crime, an accident with

injuries or a dispute, a stop you
doubt.

103
Ambulance — anyone injured or
seriously ill.

104
Gas emergency service — a gas
leak.

Calls to all five numbers are free. By law the 112 system must be accessible to everyone in Ukraine,

including people who do not speak Ukrainian (Law No. 4499-VI, Article 3).

What to say

1. Where you are, first: the road number and direction, the nearest town or village, a kilometre post, a

fuel station or another landmark. The map app on your phone shows your coordinates — read them out

if nothing else helps.

2. What happened, and whether anyone is hurt.

3. How many people and vehicles are involved.

4. Your phone number — then keep the line free for a call back.

Speak slowly, in short sentences. If you are not understood, repeat the place and one key word:

ambulance, police, fire.

SOURCES

1. Law of Ukraine No. 4499-VI on the emergency help system 112, Article 3. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4499-17 — read 1 October

2026.

https://kyivcity.gov.ua/bezpeka_ta_pravoporiadok/komendantska_godina_v_kiyevi_trivaye_iz_2300_do_0500/
https://kyivcity.gov.ua/bezpeka_ta_pravoporiadok/komendantska_godina_v_kiyevi_trivaye_iz_2300_do_0500/
https://www.kmu.gov.ua/en/news/yuliia-svyrydenko-zaprovadzhuiemo-novyi-pidkhid-do-oholoshennia-povitrianykh-tryvoh-poraionne-opovishchennia
https://www.kmu.gov.ua/en/news/yuliia-svyrydenko-zaprovadzhuiemo-novyi-pidkhid-do-oholoshennia-povitrianykh-tryvoh-poraionne-opovishchennia
https://kyivcity.gov.ua/news/departament_munitsipalno_bezpeki_zaklikaye_kiyan_ne_ignoruvati_signali_povitryano_trivogi_pochuli_sirenu__perekhodte_v_ukrittya/
https://kyivcity.gov.ua/news/departament_munitsipalno_bezpeki_zaklikaye_kiyan_ne_ignoruvati_signali_povitryano_trivogi_pochuli_sirenu__perekhodte_v_ukrittya/
https://kyivcity.gov.ua/news/departament_munitsipalno_bezpeki_zaklikaye_kiyan_ne_ignoruvati_signali_povitryano_trivogi_pochuli_sirenu__perekhodte_v_ukrittya/
https://gis.kyivcity.gov.ua/shelter/
https://lubnyrada.gov.ua/component/content/article/9772-yak-diiaty-pid-chas-syhnalu-povitriana-tryvoha?catid=217&Itemid=101
https://lubnyrada.gov.ua/component/content/article/9772-yak-diiaty-pid-chas-syhnalu-povitriana-tryvoha?catid=217&Itemid=101
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4499-17


13 After a road accident

Stop, hazards on, warning triangle out, check for injuries. If anyone is hurt, call 103 and 102. If

either car has a foreign policy, or you have no language in common, call the police rather than

filling in the joint form.

1. Stop and stay. Stop at once and stay at the scene; don't move the vehicles or anything connected

with the accident (Road Rules 2.10).

2. Hazards and triangle. Switch on the hazard lights and put the warning triangle at least 20 m behind

the car in a built-up area and at least 40 m outside one (Road Rules 2.10 and 9.10).

3. If anyone is hurt: 103 and 102. Call the ambulance and the police, give first aid if you can, and wait for

the police (Road Rules 2.10).

4. Photograph everything before anything is moved: the scene from all sides, both cars against the road

markings and signs, the number plates, all the damage.

5. Exchange details: contact details, address, the insurer's name and the policy details (Article 33 of Law

No. 3720-IX).

6. Tell the insurer — or MTSBU. The law gives you three working days from the accident (Article 31(1),

point 4, of Law No. 3720-IX). With a Ukrainian policy, notify its insurer; with a foreign Green Card valid in

Ukraine, notify MTSBU (Motor Transport Insurance Bureau of Ukraine). Who pays in each case: Car

accident in Ukraine on foreign plates (tehet.com.ua/en/car-accident-foreign-plates).

The joint accident report (європротокол)

Ukraine has a joint accident report — the європротокол — that lets two drivers settle a minor collision

without the police. It is allowed only if all of this is true: exactly two vehicles collided and both are insured;

nobody is hurt; only the two vehicles are damaged; neither driver shows signs of alcohol, drugs or

medication that slows reactions; and both drivers agree on what happened (Article 31(2) of Law No. 3720-

IX). The form is in Ukrainian.

OUR ADVICE FOR FOREIGN DRIVERS

If you or the other driver have a foreign policy (a Green Card), or you have no language in common,

call the police on 102 instead of filling in the form. A report that one of you did not fully understand is

worse than a police report.

SOURCES

1. Road Traffic Rules of Ukraine (Правила дорожнього руху), points 2.10 and 9.10 — edition of 9 April 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/law

s/show/1306-2001-п — read 1 October 2026.

2. Law of Ukraine No. 3720-IX on compulsory motor liability insurance, Articles 31 and 33. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/3720-20 —

read 16 September 2026.

3. МТСБУ (Motor Transport Insurance Bureau of Ukraine) — the joint accident report. mtsbu.ua/avtocivilka/yevroprotokol — read

16 September 2026.

4. Law of Ukraine No. 4499-VI on the emergency help system 112, Article 3. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4499-17 — read 1 October

2026.

https://tehet.com.ua/en/car-accident-foreign-plates
https://tehet.com.ua/en/car-accident-foreign-plates
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/3720-20
https://mtsbu.ua/avtocivilka/yevroprotokol
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4499-17
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Money
The hryvnia, cards and where to change cash safely.

14 Cards, cash and currency exchange

Ukraine's currency is the hryvnia (UAH, ₴). Paying by card is the norm. Exchange cash only at a

bank or an official exchange point — never with someone on the street.

The currency is the hryvnia — UAH, symbol ₴ (Constitution of Ukraine, Article 99). Prices are in

hryvnia.

Cards are the norm. In the first quarter of 2026, 96 of every 100 operations with cards issued in

Ukraine were cashless, about 654,500 shops and service points accepted cards, and almost every in-

store payment was contactless — by card or phone (National Bank of Ukraine).

Before you travel, check with your bank that your card works in Ukraine, and keep some hryvnia in cash

as a back-up.

There were about 15,700 ATMs in Ukraine in March 2026 (National Bank of Ukraine). Prefer machines

inside bank branches, large shops or fuel stations.

Exchange cash only at a bank, or at an exchange point of a bank, a licensed financial company or a

post office. They are the ones allowed to exchange currency, and the National Bank publishes a

register of exchange points every month. Never change money with a person on the street.

Exchange points must accept genuine foreign banknotes of any year of issue if they are not badly

worn. For heavily worn or damaged notes the bank may instead offer «інкасо» — sending them to a

foreign bank for collection, for a fee (National Bank of Ukraine).

SOURCES

1. Constitution of Ukraine, Article 99. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/254к/96-вр — read 1 October 2026.

2. National Bank of Ukraine — card operations grew in the first quarter of 2026 (4 June 2026). bank.gov.ua/ua/news/all/kilkist-ta-s

uma-bezgotivkovih-operatsiy-iz-platijnimi-kartkami-zrostali-v-i-kvartali-2026-roku — read 1 October 2026.

3. National Bank of Ukraine — the Register of currency exchange points (30 December 2022). bank.gov.ua/ua/news/all/vregulovan

o-pitannya-formuvannya-ta-vedennya-reyestru-punktiv-obminu-inozemnoyi-valyuti — read 1 October 2026.

4. National Bank of Ukraine — clarification on exchanging foreign cash (10 June 2023). bank.gov.ua/ua/news/all/rozyasnennya-nat

sionalnogo-banku-ukrayini-schodo-obminu-gotivkovoyi-inozemnoyi-valyuti — read 1 October 2026.

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/254%D0%BA/96-%D0%B2%D1%80
https://bank.gov.ua/ua/news/all/kilkist-ta-suma-bezgotivkovih-operatsiy-iz-platijnimi-kartkami-zrostali-v-i-kvartali-2026-roku
https://bank.gov.ua/ua/news/all/kilkist-ta-suma-bezgotivkovih-operatsiy-iz-platijnimi-kartkami-zrostali-v-i-kvartali-2026-roku
https://bank.gov.ua/ua/news/all/vregulovano-pitannya-formuvannya-ta-vedennya-reyestru-punktiv-obminu-inozemnoyi-valyuti
https://bank.gov.ua/ua/news/all/vregulovano-pitannya-formuvannya-ta-vedennya-reyestru-punktiv-obminu-inozemnoyi-valyuti
https://bank.gov.ua/ua/news/all/rozyasnennya-natsionalnogo-banku-ukrayini-schodo-obminu-gotivkovoyi-inozemnoyi-valyuti
https://bank.gov.ua/ua/news/all/rozyasnennya-natsionalnogo-banku-ukrayini-schodo-obminu-gotivkovoyi-inozemnoyi-valyuti
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Everyday life
Food on the road, getting online, and a few words of Ukrainian.

15 Food and water on the road

Buy food and water at large fuel stations and big supermarkets rather than from roadside sellers,

and carry water for queues.

On a long drive, the large fuel stations of the national chains — OKKO, WOG, UPG, Ukrnafta — are the

practical place to eat: they sell packaged food and bottled water, most have a café or hot food and toilets,

and they are open when you need them. In towns, big supermarkets are the other reliable choice.

We suggest not buying food or drinks from roadside sellers. You can't know how it was stored, and there is

no receipt if something is wrong.

Carry drinking water and a snack in the car — for the border queue, a checkpoint, or an air-raid alert

that keeps you in a shelter.

Pay by card where you can; see Cards, cash and currency exchange.

SOURCES

1. OKKO — map of filling stations. www.okko.ua/fuel-map — read 1 October 2026.

2. WOG — about the network. wog.ua/ua/about — read 1 October 2026.

3. UPG — station network. upg.ua/merezha_azk — read 1 October 2026.

4. RBC-Ukraine, «How Ukraine's largest filling-station chains were formed» (30 May 2026): Ukrnafta about 700 stations, UPG over

650 in 21 regions. www.rbc.ua/rus/news/volodari-rinku-k-sformuvalis-naybilshi-azs-1780070661.html — read 1 October 2026.

16 Getting online: roaming, SIM cards and eSIM

Since 1 January 2026 an EU SIM works in Ukraine at home prices. Otherwise, Kyivstar, Vodafone

Ukraine and lifecell all sell prepaid SIMs and eSIMs — and the law does not require you to identify

yourself for a mobile service.

Online in Ukraine

EU SIM
«Roam Like at Home» since 1
January 2026: calls, texts and data
at your home prices.

eSIM
Sold online by all three national
operators: Kyivstar, Vodafone
Ukraine, lifecell.

From the EU? Since 1 January 2026 Ukraine is part of the EU's «Roam Like at Home» area: with an EU

SIM you call, text and use mobile data at the prices of your home plan, without roaming charges

(European Commission). Your operator's fair-use rules still apply — check them before a long stay.

https://www.okko.ua/fuel-map
https://wog.ua/ua/about/
https://upg.ua/merezha_azk/
https://www.rbc.ua/rus/news/volodari-rinku-k-sformuvalis-naybilshi-azs-1780070661.html


A Ukrainian number. Kyivstar sells eSIM online. Vodafone Ukraine sells a prepaid eSIM in its My

Vodafone app, online, in its shops, at City24 terminals and in the Monobank, A-Bank and Privat24 apps.

lifecell sells an eSIM starter pack in its online shop.

Kyivstar says it guarantees its eSIM only on devices certified in Ukraine, and that it does not work on

locked phones. If you are not sure about your phone, a physical SIM card is the simpler choice.

No ID for a prepaid number. The law gives every user the right to receive the service without

identifying themselves (Law on Electronic Communications, Article 104(5)); Kyivstar offers

identification of a prepaid number as an option, not a requirement. A contract plan is different:

Vodafone asks for an identity document in its shop.

OUR ADVICE

Before you set off, download offline maps of your route and install the «Повітряна тривога» (Air

Alert) app — see Curfew and air-raid alerts.

SOURCES

1. European Commission — «Roaming now fully operational with Ukraine» (5 January 2026). digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/new

s/roaming-now-fully-operational-ukraine — read 1 October 2026.

2. Law of Ukraine No. 1089-IX «On Electronic Communications», Article 104(5) — edition of 30 May 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/s

how/1089-20 — read 1 October 2026.

3. Kyivstar — eSIM. kyivstar.ua/esim — read 1 October 2026.

4. Kyivstar — identification of a prepaid number (optional). kyivstar.ua/prepaid/registration — read 1 October 2026.

5. Vodafone Ukraine — eSIM. www.vodafone.ua/services/all/e-sim — read 1 October 2026.

6. lifecell online shop — eSIM starter pack. shop.lifecell.ua/en/product/starter-package-lifecell-esim/197/384 — read 1 October

2026.

17 A few words of Ukrainian

Ukrainian is the state language, written in Cyrillic. A handful of words — hello, thank you, help,

police, fuel — goes a long way at a checkpoint or a filling station.

Ukrainian is the state language of Ukraine (Constitution, Article 10), and signs, forms and announcements

are in Ukrainian. The card below has the words that help most on the road. In an emergency, say where you

are and one key word — see Emergency numbers.

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/roaming-now-fully-operational-ukraine
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/roaming-now-fully-operational-ukraine
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1089-20
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1089-20
https://kyivstar.ua/esim
https://kyivstar.ua/prepaid/registration
https://www.vodafone.ua/services/all/e-sim
https://shop.lifecell.ua/en/product/starter-package-lifecell-esim/197/384


 Phrase card — the stressed syllable is in capitals

ENGLISH UKRAINIAN SAY IT

Hello / Good day Добрий день DOB-ryi den

Thank you Дякую DYA-ku-yu

Please Будь ласка bud LAS-ka

Yes / No Так / Ні tak / nee

Sorry, I don't speak

Ukrainian

Вибачте, я не розмовляю

українською

VY-bach-te, ya ne roz-mov-LYA-yu u-

kra-YIN-sko-yu

Do you speak English? Ви розмовляєте англійською? vy roz-mov-LYA-ye-te an-HLIY-sko-

yu?

Here are my documents Ось мої документи os mo-YI do-ku-MEN-ty

Help! Допоможіть! do-po-mo-ZHIT!

Call the police Викличте поліцію VY-klych-te po-LI-tsi-yu

Call an ambulance Викличте швидку VY-klych-te shvyd-KU

My car has broken down У мене зламалася машина u ME-ne zla-MA-la-sya ma-SHY-na

Where is the nearest filling

station?

Де найближча заправка? de nai-BLYZH-cha za-PRAV-ka?

Fill it up, please Повний бак, будь ласка POV-nyi bak, bud LAS-ka

Where is the shelter? Де укриття? de u-kryt-TYA?

How much is it? Скільки коштує? SKIL-ky KOSH-tu-ye?

Checkpoint · Border Блокпост · Кордон blok-POST · kor-DON

SOURCES

1. Constitution of Ukraine, Article 10. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/254к/96-вр — read 1 October 2026.

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/254%D0%BA/96-%D0%B2%D1%80
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Documents and insurance
The border crossing, the papers to have ready and the insurance a foreign car

needs.

18 Crossing the border by car

Check the live queue on the Border Guard's map before you set off, and have your passport,

licence, the car's registration and insurance ready. The electronic queue (єЧерга) is for trucks and

buses — cars don't book.

Before the barrier

Live map
For each road crossing: cars
waiting and cars cleared per hour

(State Border Guard Service).

Passport
A foreign ID card is not enough,
except for citizens of Türkiye and

Georgia.

1 year
How long a non-resident may keep
a foreign-registered car in Ukraine

(Customs Code, Article 380).

What to have ready

Your passport, and a Ukrainian visa if your country needs one. The State Border Guard Service states

that a foreign national ID card does not give the right to cross the border — except for citizens of

Türkiye and Georgia.

The car's registration document and your driving licence, meeting the 1968 Vienna Convention on

Road Traffic, and number plates in Latin letters with the distinguishing sign of the country where

the car is registered (Road Rules 29.1).

Insurance valid in Ukraine — see Documents and insurance at the border.

Queues

Before you set off, open the Border Guard's interactive map of crossings (dpsu.gov.ua/uk/map): for each

road crossing it shows how many cars are waiting and how many are cleared per hour. It is in Ukrainian:

«легкові авто» are cars.

єЧерга, the electronic border queue, is for carriers — trucks and buses. Private cars do not book a slot.

Carry water and food for the wait — see Food and water on the road.

Customs: the car and what you carry

As a non-resident you may bring in a car registered abroad for personal use for up to one year, without

a written customs declaration (Customs Code, Article 380, parts 1 and 2).

Only you may drive it. A temporarily imported car may be used only by the person who brought it in, for

their own needs — not lent, rented out or used for business (Article 380, part 5). The police may check

https://dpsu.gov.ua/uk/map


this; see Talking to the police.

Duty-free, per person aged 18 or over: 200 cigarettes, or 50 cigars, or 250 g of tobacco; 5 l of beer, 2 l

of wine and 1 l of spirits over 22 %. The allowance does not apply if you were out of Ukraine for less than

24 hours (Customs Code, Article 376).

STAYING LONGER THAN A MONTH?

The Customs Code says a car temporarily imported for more than 30 days is subject to state

registration (Article 380, part 8), while the Road Rules set two months for temporary registration of a

car in international traffic (Road Rules 29.2). We could not find an official text that reconciles the two,

so if you plan a long stay, ask a service centre of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (сервісний центр

МВС) before day 30.

SOURCES

1. State Border Guard Service of Ukraine — interactive map of border crossings. dpsu.gov.ua/uk/map — read 1 October 2026.

2. State Border Guard Service of Ukraine — general requirements for foreigners (documents for crossing the border). dpsu.gov.ua/

uk/1741006159156-zagalni-vimogi — read 1 October 2026.

3. єЧерга — the electronic border queue «for Ukrainian and foreign carriers»; FAQ: trucks and buses. echerha.gov.ua/faq — read 1

October 2026.

4. Road Traffic Rules of Ukraine (Правила дорожнього руху), points 29.1 and 29.2 — edition of 9 April 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/law

s/show/1306-2001-п — read 1 October 2026.

5. Customs Code of Ukraine, Articles 376 and 380 — edition of 17 September 2026. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4495-17 — read 1

October 2026.

19 Documents and insurance at the border

A car on foreign plates must be insured before it enters Ukraine: a Green Card valid in Ukraine, or a

Ukrainian motor liability policy bought in advance.

Before a car registered abroad enters Ukraine it must be insured for the whole stay: either a Green Card

from a foreign insurer that is valid in Ukraine, or a Ukrainian motor liability policy (OSCPV, ОСЦПВ)

concluded before entry (Article 7(1) of Law No. 3720-IX). Without one, the border guard does not let the

vehicle in (Article 9(3) of Law No. 3720-IX). For a foreign-registered car a Ukrainian policy can be short —

for the period of the stay (Article 11(7) of Law No. 3720-IX).

What to have in the car

Passport.

Driving licence — and an International Driving Permit if your licence needs one (see Foreign driving

licences).

The car's registration document.

The insurance: the Ukrainian policy or the Green Card, on paper or on your phone.

K E Y  R U L E

No insurance, no entry: buy it before you reach the border, not at it.“

https://dpsu.gov.ua/uk/map
https://dpsu.gov.ua/uk/1741006159156-zagalni-vimogi
https://dpsu.gov.ua/uk/1741006159156-zagalni-vimogi
https://echerha.gov.ua/faq
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1306-2001-%D0%BF
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4495-17


Read next

Non-residents and cars on foreign plates (tehet.com.ua/en/foreigners) — what the law requires, and how

to get the border insurance.

How to insure a foreign car, step by step (tehet.com.ua/en/how-to-insure-a-foreign-car).

Border crossings into Ukraine (tehet.com.ua/en/border-crossings), by neighbouring country.

The Green Card (tehet.com.ua/en/green-card) — for driving a Ukrainian-registered car out of Ukraine.

SOURCES

1. Law of Ukraine No. 3720-IX on compulsory motor liability insurance, Articles 7, 9 and 11. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/3720-20 —

read 16 September 2026.

20 Your insurance: what it covers and how to check it

Ukrainian motor liability insurance pays for the harm you cause to other people — not for your own

car. Any Ukrainian policy can be checked free in the МТСБУ register.

OSCPV (ОСЦПВ) is third-party liability insurance: if you cause an accident, your insurer pays the people

you harmed, up to limits set by law. Damage to your own car is not covered — that is separate, voluntary

insurance (КАСКО, casco).

Payout limits of a Ukrainian motor liability policy (Law No. 3720-IX)

HARM TO PER INJURED PERSON PER ACCIDENT

Injury or death ₴500,000 ₴5,000,000

Damage to property ₴250,000 ₴1,250,000

Check a policy in the register

1. Open policy.mtsbu.ua — the free register of МТСБУ, the Motor (Transport) Insurance Bureau of

Ukraine. It is in Ukrainian.

2. Choose the date you are asking about and search by the registration number, the policy number or the

VIN. A Green Card issued by a Ukrainian insurer is found by its 8-digit number.

3. Read the status: «діючий» means the policy is valid on that date.

A Green Card issued by an insurer in another country is not in the Ukrainian database — check it with the

insurer named on it. The full walkthrough, with every status in English: Check a Ukrainian policy (tehet.com.u

a/en/check-policy).

SOURCES

1. Law of Ukraine No. 3720-IX — payout limits in force since 1 January 2025. zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/3720-20 — read 12

September 2026.

2. МТСБУ — policy register (policy.mtsbu.ua). policy.mtsbu.ua — read 17 September 2026.

3. МТСБУ — checking whether a policy is valid. mtsbu.ua/avtocivilka/perevirka-chinnosti-polisu — read 17 September 2026.

https://tehet.com.ua/en/foreigners
https://tehet.com.ua/en/how-to-insure-a-foreign-car
https://tehet.com.ua/en/border-crossings
https://tehet.com.ua/en/green-card
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/3720-20
https://policy.mtsbu.ua/
https://tehet.com.ua/en/check-policy
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/3720-20
https://policy.mtsbu.ua/
https://mtsbu.ua/avtocivilka/perevirka-chinnosti-polisu


Driving in on foreign plates?

A car registered abroad needs Ukrainian motor insurance — or a Green Card

valid in Ukraine — before it reaches the border, so it is bought in advance,

online. A manager replies with the price within 15 minutes, 07:00–22:00 Kyiv

time.

Get the price for foreign plates (tehet.com.ua/en/foreigners)

Published by TEHET, a Ukrainian insurance intermediary (tehet.com.ua). Welcome to Ukraine, version 1.2, last updated 7

October 2026 (07.10.2026). Content ID 02e94bbc090ccb4e. Rules under martial law change; when in doubt, follow the

instructions of officials on the spot and check the official sources listed under each section.

https://tehet.com.ua/en/foreigners#zayavka

